


Record of Taped Interview     [15/9/2016]


0.00

Introductions.




Legal advice given.




Caution given, explained and understood.


2.05

PC Watkins informed AUSTIN that he was being interviewed regarding an offence




of stalking of Julie Davies.


2.15
0049
"First question I'll ask, er, do you know a Julie Davies?"



AUSTIN
"I have, erm, I realise as of this week, only this week her first name and only this



morning, er, at this police station have I discovered the second name".

2.32

When I asked, AUSTIN stated that he knew Julie Davies as she lived in the



adjacent block of flats to him in High Street, Lye. He stated that he did not




specifically know which address she lived at but a few days previously he had




seen her throw some materials onto the lawns from an outhouse at No. 152. He




stated that he had reported the matter to the council and requested that the police




prosecute her for fly tipping.


3.36

When asked, AUSTIN stated that the last time he saw Julie Davies was the last




time he went to the garage, which was a few days previously when he saw her




walking her dog on the ground about 30 yards away. He stated that no




conversation took place on this occasion.


4.30

When asked, AUSTIN stated that he had lived at his current address for




approximately 1 0 years. He stated that he did not know how long Julie Davies had




lived at her address. He stated that he had last spoken to her about 3 years




previously over local issues.


5.25
PC Watkins informed AUSTIN that Julie Davies had stated that whenever he saw



her he would butt into a conversation with whoever she was talking to, after which



AUSTIN stated that he would not consider himself to be rude to butt into people's




private conversations.


5.49
0049
"Well she said for near on 12 months she's had to avoid you, erm, because of this reason, cos you're kind of hassling. Erm, would you consider that's fair or



AUSTIN
"No, not fair at all".


6.02
0049
"So did you try to speak to her about certain matters? I think, erm, it was ?"



AUSTIN
"I cannot remember, well, there might have been one or two occasions when, er,




I've initiated the conversation but, er, there would be few, and recently she has




been initiating the conversation so I'd like to record here a complaint of




harassment against, er, J.D. by the way".


6.26
0049
"Why have you not mentioned this before then?"



AUSTIN
"Er, because I've got, er, I don't want to waste police or council time. I like to get




on, try and get on with my neighbours, but only this week have I decided, in the




last few days, sorry......".

6.38
0049
"Did you say you don't want to waste council time?"

AUSTIN        ah, cos it involves the council, this matter.  Erm the er, I don't want to
waste public time.  Er, there are better things to do. I want to have good relations rather than poor relations with my neighbours.  Erm, so only recently, only last Friday I think, I officially notified the council of harassment by, erm, J.D., er, against me. I suspected that, erm, erm, you know matters were coming to a head




or developing in some way, erm, so I, from what I'd heard, so I wanted to make




sure that it was officially recorded by the council of, er, that she'd been nasty to me




in public on at least 3 occasions with witnesses on one occasion, at least one

occasion. Very nasty and that's a form of harassment in my opinion and so I'd like to just, I've recorded that with the council. I've mentioned the witnesses. I'd like this interview to officially mention that".


7.39
0049
"Everything you say is being recorded".



AUSTIN
that, that, that I have complained. I'd like you to consider, erm, a complaint of




harassment by me against, er, against this J.D. person'.


7.59

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Julie Davies in which she states that

she managed to avoid AUSTIN for most of the time by changing her routine, etc,



but things took a turn for the worse at the beginning of July when she acquired a



German Shepherd dog, which was an ex-military dog and she was in the



processing of re-introducing him socially around the community and training him to



be a dog for veterans.


8.32
PC Watkins informed AUSTIN that the issues started when Julie Davies obtained



the dog. When asked his feelings regarding dogs, AUSTIN stated that he was not



a 'dog person', and he believed that the British should walk their dogs around their



back garden due to the germs spread by urine and faeces. He stated that there



were no parks or nature reserves in the Dudley area, which he had paid his taxes?


for, where he could go without having to witness dogs urinating and defecating.



He stated that he had reported dogs being bought into the block of flats where he



lived because of the diseases that they carried, including tics and microbes and




also the nuisance of the barking.


12.33
0049
"Have you had any conversations with Julie about her dog?"



AUSTIN
"Er, yes".


12.36
0049
"Any of that spring to mind?"



AUSTIN
"Oh, well, I might have had a discussion, er, about dogs with her, possibly along the same lines that I've just had with you".


12.45
0049
"How many times would you have had this conversa



AUSTIN
"Erm, I would say, erm, approximately 3 times, er, consistent with the, er, 3

occasions that I can recall that Julie's harassed me and she's been very nasty in




response. I like to think that I can have a reasonable exchange with somebody,




whether they're a dog person or not, er, and, er, you know, perhaps leave it like




that and move on, but no, Julie was very nasty to me, er, on possibly 3 occasions




and one of them was witnessed in High Street, Lye. She was very nasty in front of




the supermarket, having a go at me with witnesses. Er, erm, for no real reason, in




my opinion".


13.28

When asked, AUSTIN stated that Julie had had a go at him over the type of




person he was, about his type of employment and his political beliefs. He stated




that he believed that she was attempting to 'put him down' in some way as she had




been very nasty and loud.


14.05
0049
"Now would, would you go out of your way to have these conversations, or would




she just happen to be there?"



AUSTIN
"No, no, no. I, erm, I wouldn't. No, I would not, er, I would not, erm, take up




somebody's time unless they were, you know, inviting me to do so. I would try not




to, er, you know, bend people's ear on this issue".


14.27

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Julie Davies in which she states that




ever since she had had the dog, AUSTIN had been loitering around the area




waiting for her to come outside and was shouting at her about the dog and telling




her what she should be doing. She states that she had also seen him taking




photos of people, including herself, without permission.


14.49
0049
"Just that first bit. What do you reckon to that?"



AUSTIN
"Load of nonsense".


14.53
0049
"You don't take photos?"



AUSTIN
mi do but not of people necessarily. Erm, I've mentioned one instance where I've




took, took a photo of Chad Foley drinking on the bench in public, alcohol that is,




only, only this week and the police came out to that. I rang 1 01 and so yes, I have

taken images of people who are contravening the law...... but I'm no, don't, not aware of taking picture of Julie or her dog, er, er, I do take pictures of, er, rubbish on the streets.  So it is possible that, erm, her block might have formed a back drop to one of my images of council rubbish".

15.35                When asked, AUSTIN stated that he had an issue with rubbish as well as dogs

and it was his attempt to clean up Britain and especially his neighbourhood.  He stated that he had taken it upon himself to take rubbish to the tip and he had been given a final warning regarding fly tipping.  When asked, AUSTIN stated that he believed his actions were appropriate.  When asked, AUSTIN stated that it was legitimate when he had sent the council dog excrement in the post, but he had sent an e-mail before the parcel was due to arrive telling them not to open it as it contained toxic material.  He stated that the purpose of sending it was so that they could keep it for evidence against a 'druggie'who did not pick up after his dog at a nearby address.

21.42                PC Watkins then read from the statement of Julie Davies in which she states that

on 15th July, she was on the wasteland by the garages behind the flats training the dog with a lead on when AUSTIN came out of his flat and went past her to get a


       litter picker out of his garage. As he did this, the dog barked at him as his training



      would see this as a weapon. He stood and stared at the dog and then asked why



      the dog was barking at him. She explained it was because AUSTIN was staring at




him and had what could be a weapon. He then said: "The dog should be put




down. You can't handle him".


22.15
0049
"Do you remember that exchange?"



AUSTIN
"Er, yes".


22.18
0049
"Would you say that's accurate?"



AUSTIN
"Approximately".


22.22
0049
"So is there anything you'd like to confirm or deny about what she's just said




there?"



AUSTIN
"I think if an owner cannot persuade his dog to, er, bark and on appropriate




occasions, it, it ought to be put down, yeah".


22.34

When asked, AUSTIN stated that having a dog put down was painless and   they




could have a rag doll and a pushchair instead. He stated that some pet owners




did not have emotional attachments to their pets.


23.23
0049
"So you agree with everything she's said there?"



AUSTIN
"Erm, well, erm, I think it's broadly correct. I'm prepared to, to concede that, yes. I
think it's annoying that, er, I should be carrying a litter picker.  It's absurd.  You know, I shouldn't be barked at under any circumstances K I'm not on her property or not attacking, you know, t owner...... Why should I be barked at by somebody's dog?"

23.47          0049       "Did you go out there purposely to engage in a conversation or......         ?11



AUSTIN
"No".


23.52
0049
"Any particular reason why you needed that litter picker at that exact



moment?"



AUSTIN
"I litter pick at any time, erm, this is one of the problems. I don't think Julie realises




just quite how conscientious I am as a litter picker. I litter pick on many



occasions, sometimes many times during a day. Er, so it is, er, inevitable that I
come across dog walkers. That's the problem that the British dog walker abuses the same patch of land that I pick".


24.27

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Julie Davies in which she states that




AUSTIN was shouting loudly at her from about10feet away, so the dog, barked at




him. She asked him to move away but he refused to do so, so she had to take the




dog inside.


24.36
0049
"That true? Did you refuse to move?"



AUSTIN
"Er, I don't remember refusing to move. It was only 1 0 feet away. I don't




remember this particular account, occasion. I remember, erm, there was an




occasion I was approximately 25 yards away. I think I've got it recorded




somewhere in my own notes".


24.53
0049
"Are you purposely trying to antagonise the dog?"



AUSTIN
"No".


24.56
0049
"Are you trying to get a rise out of him so then he might do something?"



AUSTIN
"No, he's a big dog. I, there's a danger I might be attacked by this dog. Julie could




deliberately let it off its lead or it could just tear itself off the lead or in some other




way, erm, release itself, er, and slip the lead and so I'd be attacked and I could be,




er, seriously injured by this dog".


25.35

When asked, AUSTIN stated that he did not know the dog was outside before he




went outside. He stated that his recollection was that he was about 25 yards away




from the dog and not 1 0 feet as stated.


25.48

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Julie Davies in which she states that




AUSTIN was again loitering around the front of the flats waiting for her to bring the




dog around, so she took him around the back entrance and she went around the




front to speak to AUSTIN.


25.56
0049
"] told him in no uncertain terms: "I do not want you starting conversations with me.




I don't want you to agitate the dog any more". Okay, did she say that?"



AUSTIN
"Er, this is, er, a lot of this is nonsense, er, erm, nonsense in the sense that I have




not, er, attempted on any occasion to, erm, seek a confrontation with Julie or




Julie's dog. Er, this is the problem. I happen to have been in the same area as




Julie when I'm litter picking. I litter, I pick to the rear of, er, the flats and to the front




of the flats. Er, it just so happens that, er, Julie has seen me litter picking and




consider that, that I am, erm, in some way, erm, erm, you know.........


26.43
0049
"Stalking?"



AUSTIN
"Stalking, is the word she uses. That's what she thinks. It’s just complete




nonsense. It's just a coincidence".


26.51

When asked if Julie had said the words to him, AUSTIN asked PC Watkins to




repeat them.


26.53
0049
'I do not want you starting conversations with me. I don't want you to agitate the




dog any more".



AUSTIN
"Erm, she may have done. I can't recall those particular words".


27.07
0049
"Would it be around that certain (inaudible)?"



AUSTIN
"Well, she's initiated conversations with me anyway, so, erm, I don't recall initiating




many, if any conversations with her apart from the fly tipping, by the way, which,




erm, I think I've mentioned already in this interview".


27.23
0049
"Said he replied that the dog should be muzzled, er, trained only in a training




centre and said: "Can you put the dog down please?" I asked him why. He said:




"German shepherds, Shepherds have only been bred to attack people".



AUSTIN
"is that what I'm supposed to have said?"


27.38
0049
"Yeah".



AUSTIN
"I don't know enough about German Shepherds. Er, I'm surprised me saying that.




I'm not, don't consider myself an expert on particular breeds. So I'm surprised, er,




if I have said that".


27.48
0049
"Are you saying you didn't say that or are you......  ?"



AUSTIN
"I can't recall, but it's unlikely that I would say that because as I say I'm not an




expert on these, er, on these dogs, on particular breeds, but can I point out that




the dog has subsequently been muzzled anyway and that Julie's been in receipt of




a police caution because the dog has attacked on, on more than one occasion".


28.13

At this point, AUSTIN informed PC Watkins that he had heard this from a




neighbour.


28.44
0049
"Do you understand that I'm not here about the dog as such? I'm here about your




behaviour towards Julie. I know the dog is incorporated into that. I agree".



AUSTIN
"I have not stalked, er, Julie's dog. It is possible that I have, er, erm, Julie has




seen me observing her dog to see if R deposits faeces in my back yard or on my




front lawn, er, and then I'll be keen to, er, to reward Julie, er, thank her K she picks




it up or, erm, give her, possibly give her a, monies, to encourage her to pick it up in




future K she doesn't".


29.25

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Julie Davies in which she 'states that a




general argument then took place about dogs. He then informed her that she did




not pick up the dog poo and she made it clear that she did and she carried bags




with her at all times when walking him. AUSTIN then started asking her personal




questions about the tenancy of her flat, after which AUSTIN stated that he did not




recall this.


29.52

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Julie Davies, in which she states that




on ?19th  July 2016, she was outside on a patch of grass training the dog, along with



a neighbour, Patricia Roberts. When asked, AUSTIN stated that he did not know




Patricia Roberts but he had seen her with Julie.


30.20
0049
"The dog was on a, on a chain lead at all times. AUSTIN started shouting from the




top floor of his block of flats out the window at me, telling me my dog could slip the




lead, to pick up my, my dog poo up and that the dog should be put down because




it's a dangerous dog. You can't handle that dog because you're a woman", and




similar comments".



AUSTIN
"I don't think I made, I did not make a comment about her being a woman. You




can't tell whether she's male or female anyway. I'm told that she's, her gender is




female. From her name, I'm assuming that she's female but there's no way of




telling. Erm, and she's a big woman, you know, a lot of fat, I suspect so you can't




really tell gender, but she does have a, a high, a fairly high register and from that




I've assumed I hat she's female, but you can't really tell. Erm, so in any case, I, I



reject the idea that, erm, erm, er, that I commented on, on her gender......".


31.55
0049
"So apart from the because you're a woman bit, did you say the rest of that




comment?"



AUSTIN
"Again, you'll have to put those back to me, please sir".


32.02
0049
"The dog could slip the lead. The dog should be put down because it's a




dangerous dog".



AUSTIN
"Er, I under, it depends when that comment was made. If it's already attacked,




erm, somebody, then yes it should be put down".


32.18
0049.
"So again you could have said that but you don't recall, is that fair to say?"



AUSTIN
"Erm, if it's a dangerous dog then it should be put down would be my, would be




my, yes it shouldn't be walked in my back yard if it's a dangerous dog. No place in



my back yard".


32.32

When asked, AUSTIN confirmed that he understood that it was not his back yard




but a public space, and as such it was as much his as anybody's, including Julie




Davies's public space.


32.56
0049
"Said I have told AUSTIN: "Stay away from me when I have the dog. Stop




shouting at me from a distance, telling me what to do. I've lived here for 2 years




and I have no intention of leaving". I had to give up the training at this point as he




harassed me so much and we went back inside". So do you remember her saying




that to you?"



AUSTIN
"No, erm, no, I've not, er, shouted at this woman as I recall............................................


33.20
0049
"I assume you have to shout if you're on the top floor of the, er, any building?"



AUSTIN
"Was this an occasion when I was shouting from the top of the building?"


33.26
0049
"Yes, that's what she's saying, yeah".



AUSTIN
"Well, yeah, I'd have had to broadcast my voice, so to speak, but that’s not an




attempt to intimidate her. Erm.................................................


33.37
0049
"Did she say anything about staying away from her and the dog? Do you recall




her ever saying this?"



AUSTIN
"I don't recall her saying that, er, but she may have said it. I don't think that's




significant really. Erm, I don't want to go near her dog or Julie. I've never had any




wish or intention to go near Julie or her dog. Can I state this? I've no interest in




Julie at all and I have no, I'm not attracted to her dog either. I'm anti-dog".




(Laughs). "So what, this is complete nonsense, er, this, this allegation, erm, of,




erm, erm, what are we looking for? What's the words used, the allegation against




me? What's it called?"


34.24
0049
"Stalking?"



AUSTIN
"Stalking. Er, I'm, this is complete nonsense. Erm, I'm only interested, er, I have




been interested, er, that all dogs, er, in my community should be, should pick,




should, should not leave any mess cos I'm a litter picker and it might be relevant to




this particular incident, er, Julie might have been walking her dog on wasteland, er,




near where I live, 2 patches of wasteland at the back of the flats. Er, and I pick




those patches of wasteland, I pick the litter, so it means I go on the, on the




wasteland and many, what I'm worried about is that many dog owners as has




happened in the past will not pick up their mess because it's wasteland, thus




saving themselves the energy and the time, but I do go there because I pick up the




litter that blows onto there and the rubbish that's dumped there and put it in my car




and things like that".


35.18
0049
"Have you seen that her dog's responsible for this?"



AUSTIN
"Her dog has dumps all over the place. It's, it's a big dog".


35.23

When asked, AUSTIN stated that Julie Davies picked up most of her dog's




excrement but he had seen evidence that she did not always pick it up and




sometimes there were bags lying around but he could not say that it was Julie



Davies who was responsible for this.


36.22

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Julie Davies in which she states that




on 23d July 2016, she amended the times she left the flat in order to avoid




AUSTIN but yet again he managed to rush outside his flat and was staring out




onto the stairwell. He had his litter picking apparatus as an excuse to do this.


36.37
0049
"I confronted him outside and told him that he was stalking me and I was going to




tell the police".



AUSTIN
"Well, this is complete nonsense. Erm, it is mere coincidence, sir, that I have been




litter picking when, er, Julie has seen me from, from her flat (inaudible)".


36.54
0049
"Are you using your litter picking as an excuse to stalk her?"



AUSTIN
"No".


36.57
0049
confront, confront her in some way or engage in conversation with her?"


AUSTIN
Categorically no, sir".


37.31

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Julie Davies in which she states that




she also told AUSTIN that she was going to take a photo of him every time he was




loitering outside.


37.34
0049
"At this time, time and date he told me: "You can't prove that I'm stalking you". Do




you remember saying that?"



AUSTIN
"When did this occur, sir?"


37.44

PC Watkins informed AUSTIN that Julie Davies had stated that this had been said




at the same time she confronted him about stalking her and happened outside the




flat.


37.56
0049
"You said: "You can't prove that I'm stalking you".

AUSTIN    "Well, I might have said that 9 she alleged that I'm stalking her......  then I would

can prove it, probably because I’m not”. It’s an absurd idea. I'm their litter picker, but I remember holding up my litter picking stick and my sack and inviting her to take a picture of me in the High Street outside her flat. I think it was




a Saturday morning, er, maybe a month ago,, maybe more, 6 weeks. I said: "Do




please take a picture". She claimed to have been recording a conversation. I



don't know if she did. Erm, yeah, do take a picture. There's me, my stick and my




bag outside her flat but on the High Street on public land in front of 6 other flats

shall I point out in her block and I regularly, erm, pick the High Street and Connops




Way to the rear of our flat".


38.50
0049
"I then told him: "Stop stalking me. Leave me alone. I'm going to phone the police




because you're stalking me". Okay, do you remember her saying this?"



AUSTIN
"She may have said that".


38.59

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Julie Davies in which she states that

this was when she decided that it was time to get the police involved. There were numerous similar incidents of this nature that had occurred but they were too often to differentiate. She states that she honestly believed that she was being stalked

by AUSTIN and it was concerning her. She did not think that he        would attack her,




but she believed he was trying every method available to affect her daily life and




was now focusing on her dog and trying to get a reaction from the dog.


39.22
0049
"She's saying you're actively seeking her out and trying to cause issues for her,




whichever way you can, and, er, the most rec        one being the dog".



AUSTIN
"Complete nonsense, sir. This is invention on        part of Julie. In fact, I think she's




wasting police time in, in bringing about this charge, this allegation".


39.47

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Patricia Roberts in which she states

hat she had been living at 153 High Street for approximately 2 years and David




AUSTIN was already a resident at his address. She states that she had started

having issues like many neighbours with AUSTIN when he would barge his way
into conversations with her partner or other people. AUSTIN was handing cards
trying to get them involved in issues over the council regarding rubbish removal,




etc. She states that this would happen every time he saw her and she had to tell




him to go away as this had happened repeatedly.


40.21
0049
"So like, like Julie said you'd kind of incorporate yourself into other people's




conversations for your own, for your own (inaudible)".



AUSTIN
"Er, I think it's, I'm very disappointed, can I say, sir, that I'm very disappointed




Patricia's reacted like this. I, I didn't really know the woman. I know of her, but I've




had occasional chat with her, yes, that's true. I, I had hoped that I could regard her




as a, er, reasonable neighbour. Obviously not now. Erm, but I have no intention




of butting in on people's conversations in a rude manner......".


40.56

When asked, AUSTIN stated that it was almost certain that he would have had a




conversation with Patricia regarding local issues and the council but only as a




neighbour, but he denied initiating a conversation as he did not want a reputation




for annoying his neighbours.


41.46

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Patricia Roberts in which she states




that she has had to check every time she left the block of flats to make sure




AUSTIN was not there, so she would be able to walk out without being hassled.




She states that she was aware that other people in the flats felt the same way as




he complains about everything to them or to the council, including rubbish, council




leaving items for collection, parking and dog mess and he would actively move




items from outside the flats to near the library and even scooped up dog mess and




waved it at passing motorists and shouted at them.


42.12
0049
"is that accurate?"



AUSTIN
"Er, er, a lot of the things she, er, accuses me of there, or said, or mentions there,




I, I do indulge in, yes and perhaps you want to take them one by one as there are




a lot of them. Er, but I am a person is very active in my community. I'm very keen



that the council ups its act. Doesn't leave its garbage all over the place, setting


a bad example. Erm, I'm very keen that the British, erm, dog walker picks upits



dog. Er, I'm very keen, erm, that, that, that the environment is, er, gradually



improved, erm, because that is acknowledged as being a means of improving anti-



social behaviour".


42.57
A discussion then took place regarding AUSTIN moving rubbish which was

supposed to have been collected by the council to another location, during which AUSTIN stated that he had received a final warning for fly tipping pending a court case.

48.57                   PC Watkins then read from the statement of Patricia Roberts in which she states

that AUSTIN had recently started targeting another resident, Julie Davies, from 152 High Street as she had recently acquired a German Shepherd dog.

Approximately one week ago, she was in her flat when she heard Julie shout her from the rear garages.  On going to the window, Julie asked her to divert the dog's attention away from AUSTIN.

49.22         0049      "I saw AUSTIN had in his hand a litter picker, which he was waving around in clear

sight of the dog.  It was clear to me that he was deliberately trying to antagonise

the dog as he's an ex-forces dog and sees what he's doing as threatening




behaviour so of course the dog was barking towards him. Julie had him on, very




tightly on the lead so he could not get to him". So she said during the same




incident as, erm, Julie's mentioned that you were antagonising the dog with your




litter picker, etc".



AUSTIN
"Nonsense. Why should I want to antagonise a dog?"


49.53
0049
"Are you saying she's lying or......  ?"



AUSTIN
"Well, I, she's got the wrong end of the litter picking stick. Ho ho. Erm, why should




I try and antagonise somebody's huge dog that could be let off the lead and attack




me. Why should I do it?"


50.06
0049
"Well, maybe to get a reaction and then you can justify yourself in what you're




saying or go to someone and say: "Oh, it should be destroyed", or something like




that".



AUSTIN
"I don't need a reaction. I'm not that sad. I'm not that desperate that I need a




reaction from these people. I just want them to, er, consider whether they should




have a dog at all in a flat, especially of that immense size, given the number of




microbes which would be on his hair and the, er, and the (inaudible), is amazing




and the dog takes about 5 minutes to defecate in the mornings. It does it, you




know, 3 or 4 times. It's disgusting. I do it in private in my own flat".


50.44
0049
"But you're a human and you can use the toilet".



AUSTIN
"Yeah, which is, yeah, I do, yes sir, indeed I do".


50.49
0049
"it's hard to get dogs to train to use toilet (inaudible)".



AUSTIN
"it would be an offence for me to do in public, yet the British dog person does it in




public in front, in full view of my, my kitchen. It's disgusting. Absolutely disgusting.




I don't know how on earth (inaudible)".


51.03

PC Watkins pointed out that all animals defecated outside, after which AUSTIN




stated that hamsters and budgerigars defecated in their cages and suggested that

PC Watkins asked Julie to get a hamster or a budgerigar so that he did not have to    see it defecate.


51.33

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Patricia Roberts in which she states




that AUSTIN kept asking why the dog was barking at him and Julie had told him




that it was due to his behaviour and to leave so that she could get him back inside.




AUSTIN just stood there and Julie kept on telling him to move. Eventually he did




walk around the front of the building where he was saying that he had a witness,




meaning her. She told him that she had witnessed his behaviour and no-one else




had done anything wrong. Julie managed to get the dog back inside and went




outside to speak to AUSTIN about his behaviour but she could not hear what was




being said.


52.03
0049
"She's just confirming what Julie said in, in one of the previous incidents, er,




regarding that".



AUSTIN
"Well, all I can say, sir, there's no, erm, reason why I should, er, wish to, erm, er,




erm, I keep on forgetting this damn word".


52.19
SOL
"Stalk".



AUSTIN
"Stalk these 2 women or their dogs. Er, yes, I am likely to observe, erm, a dog to




see if it, er, er, it defecates in my, er, near where I five, well, anywhere I suppose.




Er, I'm likely to do that, and, er, thank the owner if it picks up. Erm, but there's no




reason why I should want to antagonise somebody's dog, which is the main thrust




of this argument".


5.48
0049
"Would you appreciate that you, erm, approaching people like this may be seen a




bit condescending and some person may not take kindly to what you're saying. I'm




thinking from your point of view here ' @cos, I don't know, not everybody's a




reasonable person. They may not take kindly to what you're saying. You might




end up getting yourself in a bother".



AUSTIN
"Yes, that's true. It's a risk I take. I accept that, sir, and again I invite the police




and the council to congratulate me on the risks I, on the risk I take in, in taking the




community forward. Erm, it is an issue with the council at the moment. They've




asked me not to offer monies, er, to people on the street.........


53.54

At this point, AUSTIN stated that he was looking to find ways of getting the British




to pick up after their dogs and he was instituting a system called 'The Brown




Economy' and he was trying to get money circulated which rewarded people to




pick up after their dogs and to provide an inducement for those who do not.


56.17

When asked, AUSTIN stated that he knew Juliet Davies as she was a council




officer. When asked, AUSTIN confirmed that it was fair to say that he did not have




a good relationship with the council.


56.45

PC Watkins then read from the statement of Juliet Davies in which she states that




David AUSTIN had caused nuisance to Dudley Council and its employees for a




considerable amount of time due to his aggressive and intimidating behaviour as




well as unfounded complaints. AUSTIN dismissed it as complete nonsense.


56.57
0049
"I won't read it all but there's a massive list here that she provided of all the




complaints you've made, you know, about anything



AUSTIN
"Very quickly, sir, can I just, just correct what I've just said. It is possible that one




or two of my thousand complaints may be inappropriate. Well, that's life.. I'm not




perfect, okay. I will not intentionally intend to waste council time cos they're short




of cash. I'm not keen to waste public monies at all, either the police or of the




council. Er, so there's no incentive for me to, erm, erm, send in false complaints to




the council. I'm trying to move my community forward. Er, that is the sole purpose




that I have and that means me brushing up against the council that is corrupt,




uncaring and vindictive and I can prove it if we had the time, sir".


57.51

At this point, AUSTIN outlined one of the incidents regarding his opinion of council




corruption.


59.48
0049
"in relation to Julie Davies, okay, are you stalking her?"



AUSTIN
"Are we talking about the council officer?"

60.00
0049
"We'll go back to the original thing now I Forget Juliet. She was just, erm, an




example".



AUSTIN
"Okay, er, and Julie Davies, I am certain I am not stalking Julie Davies and there's




no, no reason why I should (inaudible)".


60.13
0049
"Do you think your behaviour has been harassing in any way?"



AUSTIN
"No".

60.17
0049
"Would you have caused concern for anybody?"



AUSTIN
"I don't think so, sir. I attempt to be reasonable and measured in my approach to,




if I do approach people I try and be polite. You'll notice I haven't sworn today in

this interview I hope there's no need for me to swear, you know So, er, I do

not touch.  There's not been an occasion, a recorded occasion when I've

touched any of my neighbours or any council officer, can I point out? I don't

threaten, er, cos I don't want it coming back my way anyway.........

61.49
When asked if he wished to say anything else, AUSTIN stated that he could provide PC Watkins with plenty of evidence of wrongdoing by Dudley Council.  He also stated that he wished to make a complaint of harassment and fly tipping against Julie Davies.

63.54
Interview terminated at 1312 hours.

